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Invocation to TRUTH. 


AIL ! Saczzp Turn, eternal CLagity, 
Supremeſt Good, unfully'd Purity; 
Brightneſs, that never was, nor eier can be, 
Defil'd with ftain, or mutability. a 
Eſſence, of all that's ſweet in heav'n, or earth, 
Who gav'ſt to every excellence it's birth. 
_ Unfathom'd ſource of Beauty, Wiſdom fair, 
Contenting myriads, who Thy bounties ſhare. 
Thou Orient Splendor, of empyreal day; | 


Thy Light, and Life, and Love, at once diſplay, 
A cloudleſs bliſs, mature, without decay. 

Thou great Unſpeakable, above all praiſe, 
Tranſcending countleſs ſeraphs choiceſt lays. 

I bow aftoniſh'd' at Thy won@rous grace, | | 
Who doſt, in man, unveil Thy glorious face. | T 
All hail, thou Chriſt of God; thou Prince of Peace! 
O may Thy kingdom come with much increaſe!” = 
Great Salem reign, till all Thy fcepter _ 
Let all ſubſide, but pure eternal bliſs ! 

Let fin. and forrow melt, and be no more; 

Let all Thy works, Thy Mercy's depths explore, & 
And endleſs ſing Thy praiſe on Cana'n's ſhore. 
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Being a $ALUTATION of Pzace, 
to the ſincere, upright, im- 
partial profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
amongſt all denominations what- 
ever, as well paſtors and preach- 


ers, as Are 


0 * 


N order to give ſome Jar into * 
following addreſs, and particularly the 
poem, let all obſerve, that the author 
means not to reflect upon the opinions, modes 
or forms, of any ſect or party mentioned | 
therein, when found connected with real 
truth, and goodneſs, amongſt the various 
members thereof; but only, when diſcon- 
nected therefrom : for they may be either. 
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1 ng chriſtian may hs i | 
about trifles, ſo as to think it wrong to 
eat meat, and right to keep a day, when 
other good men have no ſuch ſcruples. In 
this caſe, the apoſtle Paul ſaith, Let not 
e him that eateth, condemn him that 
C eateth not: nor him that eateth not, 
«condemn him that eateth. For he that 
« .cateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth 
«, God thanks; and he that eateth not, to 
« the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God 
« thanks, &c. Rom. xiv. Now though 
a ſcrupulous mind in trifles, ſhews a weak 
brother, yet it is no proof of his want of 
ſincerity ; therefore the charitable apoſtle 
ſaith, “If meat offend my weak brother, 
« I will not eat meat whilſt the world en- 
* dureth,” What is ſaid of this, equally 
relates to all forms and opinions, amongſt 
all ſects : I mean ſuch forms and opinions, 
as may ſubſiſt along with true faith, and 
love. And really it is amazing and pleaſ- 
ing to confider, how true faith and love 
may fubkig, under ſo great a variety of 
A 3 | forms 
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forms and opitfions, as what do. For as 
the apoſtle juſtly obſerves, © In Chriſt Je- 
«« ſus neither circumciſion availeth any 
thing, nor uncircumeiſion availeth any 
« thing, but a new creature Now the 
misfortune is, that good chriſtians are, 
through infirmity, too prone to break the 
apoſtle's rule of charity, and to judge too 
raſhly of one another in theſe things: and 
ſo bite, devour and deſtroy one another, 
inſtead of being harmleſs little children, 
and loving one another. 'Before I proceed, 
let me entreat all to confider the following 
words of the apoſtle James, chap. iii. 14. 
&c. « If ye have bitter envyings and firife 
in your hearts, glory not, and lye not 
. « againſt the truth. This wiſdom” de- 
« ſcendeth not from above, but is earthly, 
“ ſenſual, and deviliſh. For where envy- 
« ing and ſtrife is, there is confuſion, and 
every evil work. But the wiſdom that 
4 is from above is firſt pure, then peaceable, 
1 gentle, eaſy to be entreated, full of mercy 


” and * fruits, without partiality, and 
72 without 
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without hypocriſy. And the fruit of 


ne 
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To e to promote peace — 
the children of God of every denomina- 
tion, is my deſign in the following work: 
for I find my heart more and more 
enlarged to them all; and wiſh, we may 
all learn to bear, and forbear, in great 
bowels and compaſſion to one another. 
If any profeſs. to believe in Chriſt, and 
that they love him with his cominands, 
let them remember, the greateſt proof of 
it is this love. Let them remember, that 
the laſt command of Chriſt to his diſciples 
was, * A new commandment I give unto 
a * that ye love one another. HERR 
« ſhall all men know, ye are my diſciples, 
if ye love one another.“ And I will 
venture to affirm, in every heart, where the 
love of God dwells, it will be ſo. 
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Haying premiſed theſe things, I pro- 
cced to obſerve, there are amongſt all 
ſects, parties and opinions, a great num- 
ber of mere formaliſts, carnal outſide 
profeſſors, who are leavened with the pha- 
riſaic leaven of hypocriſy, ſuperſtition, and 
ſour bigotry; very zealous, and ſtiekling 
hard for outſide forms and opinions, with- 
out any regard to the true religion of 
Jeſus, either in faith or practice; but are, 
on the contrary, enemies to Chriſt and 
his true followers. Theſe are always beat- 
ing the dear diſciples of Chriſt, who love 
God and one another, in every ſect; always 
. ſtraining at gnats, and ſwallowing of ca- 
mels. Theſe ſort of people, are only ſuch 
I mean to animadvert againſt, in the fol- 
lowing poem; and this not in hatred, but 
in love; being deſirous that “ all may be 
«« ſaved, and come to tas knowledgs of 
3 the truth,” 5 


I think it proper, in "this place, to de- 
er of what denomynation I am my- 
| | & 3 
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ſelf; otherwiſe, every ſect and party may 
think me partial in what I have to ſay to 
them. The only name or denomination 
which I, chuſe to aſſume amongſt all, is 
fully deſcribed in the following words: 
« And have put on the new man, which 
«js renewed in knowledge, after the 
« image of him that created him; where 
e there is neither Greek nor Jew, cir- 
% cumcifion nor uncircumciſion, Barba- 
«. rian, Scythian, bond nor free, but 
« CHRIST is ALL, and IN. ALL.” Col. 
iii. 10, 11. On this account, I think myſelf 
more capable of being candid and impar- 
tial. For, truly, where Chriſt is all and in 
all in any heart, there will be candor and 
impartiality, without reſpect of . perſons. 
If any thing deſtroys. ſelf-ſeeking, time- 
ſerving, and men-pleaſing, it is Chriſt 
dwelling in the heart by faith. And 
where this is really the cafe, I will never 
judge, or condemn any ſuch perſon, about 
any. particular mode. of worſhip, . mode of 


| xpreiſon or mode of opinion, in Which 
. * 
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ſuch faith may be eloathed. Such a one 1 


acknowledge as my brother; and if my 
mode of worſhip, expreſſion, or opinion, 


is different from his, I leave him to his 


liberty, as I defire to be left to mine, and 
love him as I deſire to be beloved, keeping 
the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace. 
Whether he thinks as Luther or as Calvin, 


if he is a true believer, 1 am ſatisfied; 
whether he uſes ever ſo many ceremonies, 


or ever ſo few, it is the ſame to me. 
Whether he uſes vocal or mental prayer, 


it is all the ſame to me. If the ſpirit ma- 


keth interceſſien in him, with groanings 


that cannot be uttered, or which can be 


uttered, I am equally ſatisfied. Whether 
he meets to worſhip God in filence, or not 
in filenee, public or private, I am equally 
pleaſed; and all upon this account, berauſe 
Chriſt dwells in his heart. For it is Chriſt | 
in his members I am in union with: and 
8 to all other things, I leave him to God 


| and his conſcience, without a hard thought 


of him. If this chriſtian and juſt indul- 
1 | £5 | 1 
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gence, was mutually allowed amongſt be- 
lievers, the time would come again, when 
the world would fay, „See how theſe 
* chriſtians love one another.” O ye, who 
are miniſters, paſtors and teachers, amongſt 
Chriſt's flock, may ye be examples of this 
ſpirit ! and great ſhall be your peace, and 
great the peace of your people, and great 
grace ſhall be upon you all. For it is the 
narrow, bigotted, ſtraitlaced ſpirit in 
every ſect, that brings ſuch deadneſs, de- 
cay and poverty, as is too common to be 
ſeen amongſt all; which certainly will in- 
creaſe more and more, unleſs true chriſtian 
love revives'more amongſt them. And in 
ſaying this, Fam under no fear of being 
found a falſe prophet. In vain de you 
ſeek to prop up the tottering, falling walls 
of your ſect and party, with human laws, 
rules, orders, and outſide contrivances, 
where you are under the power of a nar- 
row, bigotted, confined ſpirit. Love God, 
and love your brethren of every denomina- 

tion, and prove your love to them, by all 
N | your 
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your carriage in word and deed. Ac- 


knowledge Chriſt under every form, 


where ever he is; and think as well of 
others as | yourſelves ; and then, ye ſhall 
proſper ;, and Chriſt will preſence himſelf 


in all your meetings. For © the kingdom 
« of God is not meats or drinks” (forms, 
or no forms) but it is righteouſneſs, , 
te peace, and joy in the Holy, Ghoſt; and 
<« he that in theſe things ſerveth Chriſt, 
«5s ene to God, and approved of 


% men.” Rom. xiv. 17, 18. 


| pe” a to. ſhow to all ſects and parties, 


how much I am in unity with the good 
that is in my. brethren amongſt them all, 
J will here particularize, what will offend 
none, but thoſe who live in their own 
ſpirit, and not in the ſpirit of Jeſus Chriſt, 


Angi. the: 8 Catholics, wh 


. Chriſtians have been found, and 
I doubt not but ſtill are; let the writ- 
ings of Thomas a Kempis, Biſhop of Cam- 


bray, 
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bray, and many others, teſtify. ' Amongſt 
the Church of England writers, who can 
read Uſer, Hall, Beveridge, &c. and the 
writings of the Martyrs, without being con- 
vinced of it? Amongſt the Diſſenters, of all 
denominations, what excellent chriſtians 
have been found; let the valuable writ- 
ings of many, even to the plain, honeſt, 
affecting John Bunyan, teſtify. Amongſt 
the Methodiſts, all but very , prejudiced, 
perſons, ... muſt acknowledge the ex- 
tenſive inſtrumental good that has been 
done by the writings and preachings of 
Whitefield, Weſleys, . Hervey, Romaine, and 
many more. The: ſame may be faid of 

many of the Moravians : If ſome have 
ſpied tares amongſt them, I am not aſham- 
ed to own I have found great pleaſure in 
Zinzendarff, Gambold, and /Cennic's writ- 
ings, and many excellent chriſtians there 
are amongſt them. If ſome deſpiſe the 
| wheat, becauſe mixed with tares, let him 
go and ſet fire to all his corn- fields, be- 
cauſe there are tares therein. Perhaps, 
EVO EY ro | Reader, 


U 
j 
{ 
| 
| 


| thoſe commonly called Myſtic Writers, 


nations offend me along with roſes, or 
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Reader, there are tares in thyſelf. If fo, 
I deſire ta acknowledge the good that is 
in thee. This, thou wilt fay, is right. 
Well, then, judge as thou defireſt to be 
judged. Amongſt the Quakers, who can 
read Fox, Whitehead, Dew/bury, Penning- 
ton, and many more, without being con- 
vinced they were rich partakers of the 
new birth, and vital religion. Amongſt 


who can read Madam Guion, Thereſa, Pe- 
trucci, amongſt the Roman Catholics ; and 
Facob Behmen, Law, &c. amongſt the 
Proteſtants, without the fame conviction. 
I honeſtly own, for my part, all theſe, 
and many more I have not mentioned, 
have been a rich flower-garden to me: 
and their great variety have entertained, 
and not ſtumbled me, no more than car- 


violets along with honeyſuckles, or tulips 
* with narciſſuſſes. 


| As 4 
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As to whatever miſtakes, errors, dark - 
neſs, &c. may be found in all, or any of 
theſe various writers, of all denominations, 
I am taught to leave the bad, and take the 
good: for none of them are to be looked 
upon as void of ſuch mixtures, though, 
at the ſame time, great truths in them all. 
And it is the truth in them, and only the 
truth in them all, as far as I can judge of 
it, that I have unity with. That TRurn 
is CuR18T,. and they who know beſt who 
Chriſt is, beſt know what Truth is: But 
every man according to the meaſure of the 
gift of God. I wiſh every man to be 
thankful for what he does knowy and to 
preſs forward after more, without ſpending 
his time in judging what he knows not. 


In the catalogue of writers and people 
juſt mentioned, I have only meant to 
ſhow, what good chriſtians are to be found 
in all ſets : Let all honeſt minds chuſe 
for themſelves, and, amidſt all their va- 


riety, love God and love one another: for 
this | 
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this is the duty of all. And in all things 
and doctrines, where they think they are 
contending for the pure faith of Chriſt, 
let it be done in love, not in a bitter zeal, 


but in the ſweet, benign, merciful ſpirit 


of the humble and lowly Jeſus, or they 
ſhall have but little welcome from Chriſt 
for 13 ſame. 


Perhaps, amidſt ſo many. authors as I 
have mentioned, ſome may be ready to 
aſk, What leader, and whoſe writings, 
would 1 chuſe moſt to recommend ? In 
anſwer to this; I leave all to chuſe for 
themſelves, as God may direct them in 


the fincerity of their minds, and as they 
ſhall find moſt edifying to them, wiſhing 


they may not deſpiſe any, nor be too 
much attached to any. But if I may 
mention one leader that I think the beſt, I 
would recommend to Jeſus Chriſt, and 


the teaching of his ſpirit; to that bleſſed / 
Unction of the Holy One, the Anointing 


from above, which is given to all, that 
| fincerely | 
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ſincerely ſeek it, under a ſenſe. of their 
need of. it. As to written books; I would 
recommend, above all, the SacRED SCR1P- 
TURES ; for they teſtify of Chriſt ; and 
Chriſt makes them, to his ſimple followers, 
ſweeter than all other books whatever. 
For Chriſt, and his ſcriptures, are like 
bread amongſt meats. Bread is moſt 
neceſſary, and . moſt wholeſome. Out- 
ward bread is the ſtaff of outward life. 
The other, which is ſpiritual, is the ſtaff 
of the inward life. And next to the imme- 
diate unction from above, I earneſtly re- 

commend *< the Holy Scriptures, which are 
„„ able to make wiſe unto ſalvation, thro' 
«faith, which is in Chriſt Jeſus.” 2 Tim. 
ili. 15. Not only I recommend this, but 
whoever are taught by the holy unction, 
find that they are not led from, but to 
the Scriptures, as the beſt outward written 
book whatever, and great pleaſure and 
profit they find therein. For as, amongſt 
all creatures and things, . Chriſt has the 
pre-eminence : So, amongſt all books, the 
WH ca Scrip- 


. 
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tures have the pre- emimence. And as 


Chriſt having the pre- eminence, does not 


teach to deſpiſe creatures, and things; ſo 
Scripture pre- eminence in books, does not 
teach to deſpiſe, or forbid other writings, 
of heaven- taught chriſtians. So much for 
this head. 3 


Buy this time, perhaps, the reader will be 


ready to ſay; I could like to know what 
kind of faith this man hath, that has 


cauſed him to have ſuch ſentiments as he 
has been fo openly declaring. To fatisfy 
thy curioſity (which is a juſt one) I will 
now make an open confeſſion what my 
particular faith is, which has made me 
eels and write as I have!" 0 8 
The faith that lives in my bert, Wy 
more particularly deſcribed in the follow- 
ing Poem, is this. I worſhip all the full- 


neſs of the godhead in Chriſt Jeſus; in 


whom I rejoice, © I have no confidence in 
the fleſh, but rejoice in Hi1M, who has 
loved me, and waſhed me from my fins in 


Tux OLIVE-BRANCH. 19 


his own! blood. He has covered my na- 
kedneſs with his own divine and everlaſting 
righteouſneſs. He lives in me, and I in 
him: and he teaches me to love him, and 
all his children, and to deny ungodlineſs 
and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, 
godly and righteouſly in this preſent world. 
I believe he will never leave me, nor for- 
fake me in time; and that I ſhall be his 
portion to all eternity ; as a member of 
that church, which he has bought with 
his own blood. Glory | be to his holy 
name. | 


This is my BeLoveD ; whom to know 
more and more, 'and in conſequence there- 
of, to love and obey more and more, is 
all my deſire, and all my delight. And 
« let every one that nameth the name of 
* Chriſt depart from iniquity.” Amen ; F 
Hallelujah ; Aaith my ſoul, 


Ss CE 


R 
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ExPLANATION of the NAuE 


SHULAMIT E. 


HULAMITE is the feminine name of 
SOLOMON or SHALOM, which is one 

of the richeſt words in the Hebrew tongue. 
It is in the plural number, and ſignifies all 
kinds of peace, aad perfections. Solamon 
was a type of Chriſt's glory, as David was 
of his ſufferings. The Shulamite, Solomon's 
Queen, was a type of the church, or bride 
and wife of the Lamb: which he bought 
with his own blood, and eſpouſed unto 
himſelf in righteouſneſs. It is worthy 
obſervation, that both in the type, and anti- 
type, they bear but one name. Shulamite, 
or Shalomet, ſignifying the the Solomon, or 
Shalom ;. bleſſed with all his peace; bleſſed 
with all his perfections, by the twain being 
made one. In the type; one fleſh, and 
temporal: In the antitype; one ſpirit, and 
eternal. Glory be unto thee, O Lord! 
who waſt, and art, and art to come. 
Amen ; even ſo, AMEN. 


THE 


SHULAMITE. 
A POEM. 


S little children love to play, 
In harmleſs ſportings all the day, 

Contented at their mother's fide, I 
Free from all envy,” wrath, and pride. 
So I, upon a certain time, 
Preciſely when, needs not my rhyme. 
With birds of Paradiſe well pleas'd, 
From grief and ſorrow being eas'd, 
Deſir'd to try a harmleſs wile, 
A holy fraud, and ſinleſs guile. 
Which when propos'd, they ſmil'd conſent, 
And to the thing away IT went. 
The following lines the ſame declare; 
Now, gentle Reader, take thy ſhare. 


*> 
- 


22 Tux SHULAMITE: 


To Paradiſe, where radiant fate, 
The flaming Cherub at the gate, 
In popiſb form, and popiſh dreſs, 
I went, and thus, did him addreſs. 
See here a ſon of mother Rome, 

Pray ope* the door of this my home; 

Bulls and indulgencies I have, 
And num'rous relicts me to ſave ; 


An entrance ſwift, I from you crave. 


No anſwer to this ſpeech I got, 

Admittance this, obtained not. 

Next then I took another form, 
The church of England's uniform. 

Pray let me in, again I call'd, 

A Proteſtant may ſure be bold. 

I went to church, did faſt and pray, 

Receive the ſacrament, and fay 


The Lord's bleſt pray'r, th' apoſtles creed; 


And thus prepar'd, what elſe can need ? 
To all this wond'rous fine harangue, 
The fiery ſword did threatning hang. 


Now then I took another change, 


And thus my words did freſh arrange: 


Behold a Baptiſt is come here, 
To enter in, my title's clear. 
I've been in goſpel doctrine found, 


Firm, ſtaunch, and orthodox, quite ſound. 
| I have 


B 3 
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I have not Chriſt's command deſpis'd, 
But when adult, I was baptis'd. 
Yer ſtill the flaming ſword did wave, 
And ſtill admittance could not have. 

Now by and by again me ſee; 
Another form, another plea. 
A Methodiſt aſks entrance here; 
Whitefield I've follow'd all the year. 
Behold a liſt of ſermons good. 
Which I have heard, and underſtood, 
Claſſes and bands I never fail'd, 
And Jeſu's name in hymns I've haild. 
And tho' my heart was never chang'd, 
Yet none had words more good arrang'd. 
Lord, Lord, I pray Thee, let me pals! 
Tho' not renew'd, I've talk'd of grace. 
Ar this the flaming Cherub frown'd, 
And I was forc'd to quit the ground. 
I now aſſum'd Moravian dreſs, 

And in this form I crav'd acceſs : - 
With liſping words, and put-on face, 
Affected tone, and ſmooth grimace. 
I ſaid, I have renounc'd the Pope, 
And Zinzendorff*s alone my hope. 
Behold how gentle, meek and mild, 
I am as harmleſs as a child. 
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But this was form, without the pow'r ; 

The Cherub did not ope* the door. 

But now behold me freſh appear, 

In quite another trim and geer. 

And what this was, my ſpeech will tell; 

I thus addreſs'd the centinel. 

Behold a Friend, ſtands at the door, 

Thee and thou (but never your) 

To ev'ry man I've always us'd; 

I hope I ſhall not be refus'd. 
No button on my flouched hat, 

I can aſſure thee, ever fat. 
No pockets croſs I ever . wore , 

A hatred to ſuch ſin I bore. 

Firſt and ſecond months in ſpeech, 

I've always us'd, without a breach. 

Sunday and monday, from a child, 

With ſuch ſad words was ne er defiPd. 

I've always ſcorn'd the ſteeple-houſe, 

And to all forms have cer ſat looſe. - 

In all theſe things I ſelf deny'd, Fe 
And only kept my inward pride. 

Still flam'd the ſword, in ſplendid ſtate, 

Still ſhut was kept the pearly gate. 

Again, I took another dreſs; 0 
But, Reader, ſee with what ſucceſs. 


A perſon calls—Pray ope' the door, 
I'm none of thoſe who came before : 
But one who many years has read, 
All that the myſtic books have ſaid. 
With wond'rous notions I am filld, 
In Jacob Bebmen I am ſkill'd. 
I know the origin of ill, 
Of nature's forms, can talk at will. 
And tho' I don't deny myſelf, 
But love the world, and golden pelf. 
Yer ſtill in honour of theſe men, 
An entrance here, hope to obtain. 
But n&er a word of anſwer yet. 
Still flam'd the ſword, ſtill ſhut the gate. 
I now ſtood ſtill, the Cherub ſpake, 
And thus his ſilence paſt he brake: 

« In ev'ry ſect, and form, and mode, 
« Who all profeſs to. worſhip. God, 
« A remnant's found amongſt them all, 
» Obedient to their Shepherd's call. 
They, weary of diſputes and ftrife, 
% Obtain, by grace, a hidden life. 
By which they're taught all ſuch to love, 
* Who ſeek, in truth, the things above. 
« -Uncircumciſion well they know, 
Nor circumciſion with its ſhow, 
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«© Can be of any good avail, 

 & To reach the Paradiſic pale. | 

« They think, and let think, all in love, 
And humbly on, to heav'n they move; 
The bigot, mind ſevere, they leave, 
Wrath and conteſts much them grieve. 

« And tho' in ſuch and ſuch a form, 

c Tn love they all are uniform, 

«© They leave to each to chuſe his dreſs, 

% And thus they walk in happineſs. - 

M Waiting in peace for that bright day, 

* When Chriſt his glory will diſplay. 

& This is the Cnuxcn, which Chriſt will bleſs ; 
And tho? ſhe's hid among the preſs 

Of various forms, and various modes, 

% And opinion's various roads, 

4 Yet ſtill ſhe always is but one; 2 

* She's mixt in all, confin'd to none. 

Thus ceas'd the Cherub's charming voice, 
The ſound did make my heart rejoice.” 

I now reſoly'd to quit diſguiſe, 8 5 
And fore the roſe-lip'd Cherub's eyes, 5 
In red and white did now appear; 

Sweet Cherub, pray, let me in here, 
I faid; and threw all maſk away. | 
Now ſtript of all but Chriſt's array, { | 
I filent ſtood, no more did ſay. 

5 Wich 
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With aſpect mild, and dazzled eyes, 
The angel ſmil'd, with ſweet ſurprize. 
What's this, he cry'd? Who's this fo _— f 
Ah now I ſee, the ShuLamITy. 
I then with joy, did quick reply ; 
Cherub, what dazzles ſo thy eye? 
He thus return'd : To fee thy foul 
In Jeſu's blood made ſound and whole. 

To ſee His ſpotleſs robe ſo white, | 
Worn now by thee. It is fo bright, | 
Well may it dazzle fo my ſight. 

Now ſwift flew ope* the radiant door, 
Ten thouſand glories thence did pour: 

Ten thouſand angels did ſurround, 

The threſhold of that holy ground. 

I haſten'd then, and enter'd in, 

The angels freſh did now begin, 

To harp, and found, and praiſe Chriſt's name, 
And glad to ſee me millions came. | 
They much rejoic'd to ſee his bride, 

With blood waſh'd clean, the death of pride. 
With blood that flow'd from Jeſu's heart, 
Transfixt with ſorrow, grief, and ſmart. 

But oh, how great was their ſurprize, 
When with amaz'd and wond'ring eyes, 
They heard the Lamb upon the Throne, 
Call me his love, his faireſt one. 
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His dove, he cry'd, one of thy eyes, 
My heart has raviſh'd; come, ariſe, 
My blood-bought child, my ranſom'd bride, 
Come ſeat thee here by my own ſide. 


* Wond'ring, the heavn'ly hoſts me ſaw, 


Deep-bluſhing, thankful, raptur'd go, 
And mount unto the ivory throne, 
Where ſat th' eternal Solomon. 
Then took they all their harps and ſung : 
With melody the heavnes rung ; 
They prais'd the Lamb, they prais'd, and cry'd, 
O happy, happy, happy bride, ee } | 
Seated by her bridegroom's ſide. 

Now, Reader, here I drop the vail, 
I here will end my heart-felt tale. 
The perfe& joy—all joys above, 
I find is this, that Goo is Loves. 
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EELING my heart ſtill glowing for 
| the peace and unity of all Zion's 
children, I deſire to add a few words more 
to what I have already ſaid in the former 
Part of the Olve-Branch. I repeat it here 
again, that amongſt all thoſe I have ani- 
madverted againſt in my Poem, I deſire by 
no means to include the truly pious, who 
chuſe conſcientiouſly the forms and opinions 
therein mentioned. I have 5 in ſpirit 
with many amongſt them all. I only 
mean to expoſe, the mere outſide form, 
| when disjoined from Chriſt in the heart. 
If the Church-Man, fo called, is found in 
Chriſt, let him go to church and facra- 


ments, and keep days, called holy days, 
&c. 
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&c. he is accepted of God. The fame I 
would ſay of the Baptiſt, with his opinions 
and adult baptiſm. Alſo the Merbodiſt, 
with his claſſes and bands, &c. whilſt 
uſing them uprightly, let none condemn 
him. Alſo the Moravian, when his ſoft 
appearance is genuine from the heart, I 
honour it. Alſo. the Qualer, with his 
dreſs, and addreſs, when conſcientiouſly 
uſed in faith and love, let none condemn ; 
| for he is approved of God and reſpectable. 
Alſo the Myſtic Readers, when ſound in the 
heart, let none deſpiſe them: for there are 
many myſteries revealed, not in oppoſition 
to, but conſiſtent with the head Chriſt, 
and very agreeable to divine wiſdom to 
reveal. But now, when any of the fore- 
mentioned parties, think any better of 
themſelves on account of their ſeveral 
modes and opinions, to the ſlighting and 
condemning ſuch, who agree not with 
them therein, becauſe they do not ſay, 
think, and do as themſelves: then I will 
call them filthy rags, Phariſaic leaven, 
** abomination i in the fight of God. For 
in 


on 
Tuz OLIVE-BRANCH. 31 


in this caſe, they all reject the Hs weed 
of faith __ love. * 


When ee ad its + lg rival 
the new creature, they are abomination. 
When uncircumciſion and its no forms, is 
ſet up inſtead of Chriſt, it is equally deteſ- 
table: both | ſpringing from Antrcbryft. 
But both in circumciſion, and uncircum- 
ciſion, when faith and love is kept up, and 
mutual allowance given, without condemn- 
ing one another on this account, then they 
neither offend God, nor their neighbour: 
nor is there any harm in them. And 
when weak brethren, that are ſcrupulous 
about theſe things, grow ſtronger, they 
will, like opening flowers in ſpring, gra- 
dually diſcloſe the ripe fruits of righteouſ- 
neſs, peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt; 
wherein alone conſiſts the kingdom of God. 
In the mean while, God has patience with 
them in all their variety. O, my brethren, 

let us alſo have patience with one another 
abounding in love and peace; and aſſociate 
together, as children of one Father; as 
ran- 
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ranſomed by one Redeemer, as ſanctified by 
| | one Sanctifier-- and thus be witneſſes againſt 
_ = a narrow, ſelfiſh party ſpirit, that deadly 
.canker, which cats out the very heart of 
all true religion. Now, if any chuſe to a- 
bide in this ungodly temper, let the children 
of God not be in bondage to them, but 
bravely and honeſtly ſtand up for the con- 
trary ſpirit in every party; though they 
may be perſecuted for ſo doing. Thus 
walking: By degrees, the ſour, narrow, 
bigotted ſpirit, ſnall dwindle away; ſhall 
hide its head and be aſhamed to ſhew it- 
ſelf: ſhall return to the dark root from 
. eee and be no more. or 
1 e 
eee O my nde that amongſt 
thoſe who are one in ſpirit, they may 
outwardly uſe very different expreſſions. 
Therefore let us labour to know one ano- 
ther more and more, under our ſeveral diſ- 
auiſes ! and not be ſo raſh as to think, 
none have the right faith hut thoſe who uſe 
our words. Bleſſed be God it is not ſo. 
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To conclude : May we all refiſt the | 
„ devil, STEDFAST IN THE FaAlrR;“ 
reſiſt his ſpirit, and his works—even in 
that “ faith, which worketh by love. 
“ That faith, which quencheth all his 
* fiery darts. That faith, which over- 
* cometh the world. That faith, by 
* which we are all the children of God in 
0 Chriſt Jeſus.” In vain we reſiſt the 
devil without the faith. Without it, we 
ſhall never love. Without it, we ſhall 
never overcome the world. Without it, 
we ſhall never pleaſe God. | W 


It may here be very pertinent to query; 
What is this pRECIOUs Faith, that tram- 
ples the world, and ſin, and ſatan under 
foot, and raiſes the ſoul, as an eagle, to 
mount and ſoar in the pure ether of Eternal 
Love? In anſwer to this, I will only pro- 
duce a few plain paſſages in Seripture, and 
leave them to every one's own conſideration. 
The apoſtle Paul faith, I live by the 
“ faith of the Son of God';” what faith 
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that is, his next words inform us, who 
« Joyed me, and gave himſelf for me. 
Again, he ſaith, Being juſtified by faith, 
_ «© we have peace with God.” Again, he 


calls. it, „ faith in Chriſt's blood, whom 


„God hath ſet forth for a propitiation, 
* through faith in his blood.” In another 
place he faith, «c Having boldneſs to 
«enter into the holieſt by the blood of 
« Jeſus, let us draw near with a true heart, 
in full aſſurance of faith.” $1. John 
ſaith, © We have known, and believed 
* the love, that God hath towards us.” 
Wh wy more ſuch payages, 


4 l appears to 
me, that chriſtian faith, beholds and be- 
lieves the love of God. Believes and re- 

ceives the remiſſion of ans, and juſtifica- 
tion in Chriſt. It appears to me, that the 
| living, walking, and growing, in this 
faith, is what overcomes ſin, death, and 
bell. ee eee puter 
rerten to the ſoul, and d then teaches 

"of 
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it to deny ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts ; 
to love God, becauſe he firſt loved us; to 
love one another, and to forgive one ano-— 
ther, becauſe God, -for Chriſt's ſake, hath 
forgiven us. The + apoſtle John faith, 
% Beloved, if God fo loved us, we ought 
« alſo to love one another.” And Paul, in 
his epiſtle to the Eph. chap. iv. ver. 32, 
gives this remarkable exhortation; Be 
«ye kind one to another, tender hearted, 
% forgiving one de as God; for 
«- Chriſt's ſake, hath” (obſerve he faith not, 
who will, but who hath) « forgiven you.” 
Now, my friends, whether this faith that 


receives the love of God, remiſſion of fins, - 


juſtification, &c. as the only foundation. 
of love to God and man, and every good 
work; I fay, whether this faith is your's : 
or no, I know not. But J honeſtly con- 
feſs, it is mine; and has been mine above 


| twenty years; and, after many fiery triale, 


is encreaſed more than ever. It is this, 
faith that teaches me to deſire, Glory 
* to God in the higheſt, and on earth, 


S peace,, 


36 Tur OLIVEEBRANCH. 


peace, goodwill towards men.” And 25 


this is my faith, ſo alſo I chuſe to expreſs 
it in the plaineſt and moſt ſcriptural terms 
that I can poſſibly uſe. I find that ſaying 
of the apoſtle. Peter, verified in my in- 
moſt heart. To you that believe, He 


Is PRECIOUS.” Vea verily is He; precious 


indeed! This faith, I find, is a wedding 
ring, made of gold tried in the fire, which 
my heavenly Father has put upon the fin- 


ger of me, a poor prodigal, now returned 
unto Him. Moreover, I find an ineſtimable 
Ru ſet in this ring, that ſhines with 


ſuch celeſtial radiance, and untold beauty, 
as unſpeakably captivates both my eye and 


heart, and fills me with joy and wonder, 
love and praiſe. This Ruby, flaming with 
love, in the golden ring of tried faith, is 
CurisT JEsus; who was crucified, on 
mount Calvary, was buried, raiſed again, } 


and aſcended into. glory, where He ever 


liveth to make interceſſion for me, and for 


all thoſe who come unto God by him. I 
am in Him̃, and He is in me. My beloved 
is 


— 


. 
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is mine, and I am his : Neither ſhall any 
be able to pluck me out of his hand. Let 


his holy name be praiſed, for vermore. 
AMEN. 


Thus, beloved brethren, I have endea- 
voured, in the ſimplicity of my heart, to 
preach peace unto you, by Jeſus Chriſt, 
who is the PRINCE of PEACE ; in 
whom, I have peace: in whom, I wiſh 
you all to be at peace; with Gop,' with 

yourſelves, and with one another ; and fo 
remain, in the miniſtry of Reconciliation, 


' Your ſervant, for His fake, 
C. CAYLEY. 


P). xvii. 46. 

h WR N ie man mf 0 
Bleſſed be He that liveth, who was, and is, 
and is to come; my Rock : My God, and 
my Salvation; let Him be exalted. 
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God forbid that I ſhould glory, ſave in the croſs 
of our Lord. Jeſus Chriſt, whereby the world 
i crucified to me, ond I ume the world, 

g 9 vi. 14. 


ET others boaſt of merit 1 vain, 
I ſee God's ſmiling face,” 

Unveild in Jeſu's death and pain, 

and boaſt alone of GRACE. 


I'll boaſt of Him who, on the tree, 
; in HIS OWN BODY bore, | 
My ſins and my iniquity, 13 

when rugged nails him tore. 
I'll boaſt of Him, whoſe head was crown'd, | 

with ſharp and thorny wreath, _ 

When ſtanders-by did ſcoff around, | 
and cruel mockings breathe. 


1 
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I'll boaſt of Him, who loud did cry, 
(my foul from hell to free) -.-,- 

. My God, my God, O tell me why, I 
thou haſt forſaken me. = . 


I'll boaſt of Him, who ſuid, I thirſt! 
and nothing had to drink, 

But vinegar and gall accurſt, 
when juſt on death's fad brink. 


_ T'll boaſt of Him, whoſe dying word, 
Ir's PIxrsn'o, did reſound: 
Then grace and juſtice did accord, 
to heal my dreadful wound. 


* Ill boaſt of him whoſe faithful heart 
was pierced with a ſpear ; | 
Which blood and water did impart,  . * 
to me, exceeding dear. 
I'l boaſt of Him, who roſe again, | | RE 
. triumphant ofer the grave, i i 
Whoſe love diſtills like gentle rain, 
from unbelief to fave. 
I' boaſt of Him, who ever ſits, 
oon Glory's brighteſt throne; 
Who freely there, my foul admits, . | 
Wu! with Him, in Spirit one. n 
0 * . ; Py 5 #8 
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I'll boaſt of Him, in realms of bliſs , 
where, Ever at His ſide, _ 
Shall be with Him in Love's abyſs, 
His image and his bride. 
There, with the ranſom'd blood-bought race, 
redeem'd from every tongue, 
ll glory in IEHO§VAH's grace; 
and CHRIST ſhall be my ſong. 


Dec. 7. | 
1771. 14 arr. 
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